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e A WelcomeWord

FREEMAN TALES

Your word is alamp to my feet and a light to my path.

— Psalm 119:105

The verse that inspired this devotional

Welcome to the 7-Day Bible Devotional from Freeman Tales. Whether you have been following Jesus for decades or
you are simply curious about what the Bible says, these seven days have been crafted with one purpose in mind: to bring

you face-to-face with the living God through His Word.

Thisis not atextbook. It isnot atheological treatise. It is an invitation — seven daily encounters with Scripture that have
shaped the faith of believers across two thousand years of history. Each day you will read a carefully selected passage,

reflect on its meaning, and be guided toward personal prayer and application.
The passages in this devotional span the entire sweep of Scripture — from the first chapter of Genesis to the final pages
of Revelation. Taken together, they tell one coherent story: a God who creates, who calls, who suffersin our place, who

rises victorious, and who is coming again to make all things new.

HOW TO USE THIS DEVOTIONAL

Find a quiet place each day — morning or evening works well.
Read the Scripture passage slowly. Don't rush. Let the words settle.
Work through the reflection, then sit with the prayer prompt.
Answer the questions honestly — in a journal if possible.
Sharewhat God speaks with-a trusted-friend-or smalt-group-

LKL
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FREEMAN TALES

7-Day Bible Devotional —
DAY ONE

FREEMAN TALES

In the Beginning
Creation & the God Who Speaks

¢

TODAY'SKEY VERSE

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was formless and empty, and
darkness was over the surface of the deep — and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.

Take a breath. Quiet your heart. Open your mind.

L _
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eﬂeSiS 1:1-3

e 1N the Beginning

SCRIPTURE

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was
over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. And God said, 'Let there be
light," and there was light.
— Genesis 1:1-3

CONTEXT
Genesis 1 is the first of two creation accounts. It presents God as a sovereign artist, bringing beauty from chaos through the power of spoken word.

REFLECTION

The God Who Was Befor e Everything
Befor e there was anything, there was God.

This opening statement of Scripture is not merely the beginning of astory — it isadeclaration of identity. The God of the Bible
is not a deity who emerged from the cosmos. He did not arise from natural forces or human imagination. He pre-existed

everything. He is the uncaused cause, the unmoved mover, the one who simply is.

The ancient Hebrew phrase bereshit bara Elohim — "In the beginning God created" — places God outside of time. He is not
subject to the sequence of events He initiated. He stands above the timeline He authored. This means that whatever you are
facing today — however large, however threatening, however confusing — exists within a story that God was writing before the

first word was spoken.

Notice what God did not need in order to create: He needed no raw materials, no assistant, no permission. He spoke, and light
appeared. Thisis not the work of a craftsman shaping pre-existing clay. Thisis creation ex nihilo — from nothing. Theologians
call this the doctrine of creation out of nothing, and it has staggering implications for how you pray. The God you are speaking
to when you bow your head is the same God who said | et there be light and watched a universe ignite.

Day ONE - Inthe Beginning - Reflection freemantales.com



DAY ONE

In the Beginning

Notice also the Spirit. Before a single word was spoken, the Spirit of God was hovering over the formless deep. The Hebrew
word for 'hovering' is the same word used of a mother bird brooding over her nest — watchful, present, preparing. God's Spirit

was already activein the void, ready to work, poised to transform.
This pattern repeats throughout history — and it repeats in your life. Y ou may feel like you are in a dark and formless season.
Things may feel shapeless, purposeless, without definition. But the Spirit of God hovers over every void. He has not abandoned

the scene. He was present before the first act of creation, and He is present in whatever feels uncreated in your life right now.

Creation did not begin with effort. It began with aword. And that word was enough.

TODAY'S APPLICATION

This week, identify one area of your life that feels ‘formless and empty.' Bring it before God in prayer — not with a
plan or a solution, but simply with the awareness that He was present before the void, and He is present in yours.

E%?HE&OF&WE)[OJDVQIEI’G before all things and through You all things exist. | confess | sometimes forget that
the chaos | faceis subject to Your voice. Speak into the dark and empty places of my life today. Let Your

@ light come — into my fears, my uncertainties, my unanswered questions. You spoke a universe into
existence. Speak again, Lord. Amen.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

¥ 1. What doesit mean for you personally that God existed before anything else — including your problems?

¥ 2 Wherein your life right now do you sense the Spirit ‘hovering' — present, but not yet done?

¥ 3. How does knowi ng that God creates out of nothing change the way you pray about impossible situations?

MY NOTES & REFLECTIONS

Day ONE - Prayer & Reflection freemantales.com



FREEMAN TALES

7-Day Bible Devotional

FREEMAN TALES

The God Who Calls

Abraham, Moses & Divine Purpose

¢
TODAY'SKEY VERSE

The LORD had said to Abram, 'Go from your country, your people and your father's household to
the land I will show you.' ... God called to Moses from within the bush, '"Maoses! Moses!" And Moses
said, 'Herel am.’

Take a breath. Quiet your heart. Open your mind.

L _
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.m’.gw\;.s The God Who Calls Genesis 12:1 - Exodus 3:4

SCRIPTURE

The LORD had said to Abram, 'Go from your country, your people and your father's household to the land |
will show you." | will make you into a great nation, and | will bless you ... and all peoples on earth will be

blessed through you.
— Genesis 12:1 - Exodus 3:4

CONTEXT

Abram was 75 years old and childless when God called him. Moses was 80 and in exile when the burning bush appeared. God specialises in calling the u

REFLECTION

A Voicein the Ordinary

God calls people by name.

When Moses encountered the burning bush, the first thing God did was not announce a plan or deliver instructions. He called
him by name: 'Moses! Moses!" And Moses answered: 'Here | am." Those three words — here | am — are perhaps the most
important words any human being can say to God. They are words of availability, of openness, of surrender.

Abraham'’s call was equally personal. It was not issued to a crowd. It was not posted as a general announcement. It was a private
summons to one man, in one place, at one moment in history. And the instructions could hardly have been more vague: go to a
land | will show you. No map. No itinerary. No guarantee of what lay ahead. Just acommand to leave the familiar and a promise
to follow.

Both men were ordinary. Abraham was an elderly nomad from Ur who worshipped idols before he met God. Moses was a
fugitive with a speech problem, tending sheep in the desert. Neither had obvious qualifications for the task assigned to them. But
God does not call the qualified — He qualifies the called. The pattern is consistent across the entire Bible: God chooses the
unlikely to demonstrate that the power is His, not theirs.

Day TWO - The God Who Calls - Reflection freemantales.com



DAY TWO

The God Who Calls

There is something else worth noting: both calls came in the middle of ordinary life. Abraham was smply living in Haran.
Moses was doing his daily work — tending Jethro's flock on a hillside. Neither was in atemple. Neither was fasting or praying
for a breakthrough. God broke into the routines of their days and issued an invitation that would change the course of history.

This is how God often works. His call does not usually arrive with dramatic signs or theatrical confirmation. It comes as an
unmistakable inner conviction, a nudge, a passage of Scripture that refuses to leave you alone, a series of circumstances that
keep pointing in one direction. And when it comes, the correct response is the same as Moses and Abraham gave: Here | am.

What is God calling you toward today? Y ou may not have a burning bush. But you have a Scripture that is aive, a Spirit who
speaks, and a God who knows you by name.

TODAY'S APPLICATION
Set aside ten minutes today in complete quiet. Ask God: 'Is there something You've been calling me toward that |

have been too busy, too afraid, or too comfortable to respond to?' Write down whatever comes to mind — and then
answer, 'Here | am.’

God of Abrahar and Moses, You call ordinary people to extraordinary faithfulness. | confess | am often
too busy, too afraid, or too comfortable to hear Your voice clearly. Quiet the noisein my life today. Help
me to recognise Your call — and give me the courage and the trust to say, '‘Here | am." Whatever You
ask, wherever You lead, | am available. Amen.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

¥ 1. What isone area of your life where you sense God asking you to step forward — even without a clear map?

¥ 2 How does knowi ng that God chose the unlikely and unqualified encourage you in your own sense of inadequacy?

¥ 3 What doesit look likein your daily life to maintain the posture of 'Here | am'?

MY NOTES & REFLECTIONS
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s> 7-Day Bible Devotional —
‘ DAY THREE
FREEMAN T»AiLE»S

The Shepherd Psalm

Psalm 23 & the God Who Says

¢

TODAY'SKEY VERSE

The LORD is my shepherd; | lack nothing. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me

beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul. Even though | walk through the darkest valley, | will fear
no evil —for You are with me.

Take a breath. Quiet your heart. Open your mind.

L _
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Psalm 23:1-4

s The Shepherd Psalm

SCRIPTURE

The LORD is my shepherd, | lack nothing. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet
waters, he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths for his nhame's sake. Even though | walk
through the darkest valley, | will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
— Psalm 23:1-4

CONTEXT
David wrote this psalm from lived experience — he had been a literal shepherd and knew the vulnerability of sheep. He had also walked through literal val

REFLECTION

The Psalm That ChangesWhen You Read It Slowly

Psalm 23 isthe most memorized passage in the Bible— and perhapstheleast understood.

For many people, it isafuneral psalm — beautiful words spoken over the dead. But David wrote it as a psalm for the living. He
wrote it not as a farewell to the world but as a declaration of trust in the middie of it. And when you slow down to read it

carefully, it becomes far more radical than it first appears.

The opening statement — The LORD is my shepherd, | lack nothing — is not a gentle comfort. It is a startling claim. In aworld
of persistent anxiety, where we are conditioned to believe that we never have enough, David declares complete sufficiency in
God alone. Not adequacy. Not ‘just enough.' Nothing lacking. The Hebrew word o echsar means literaly: | am without want.

Thisisthe posture of a person who has found in God a sufficiency that the world cannot provide and cannot take away.

Then David describes what this shepherd does. He makes me lie down — not suggests, not invites, but makes. Why? Because
sheep do not lie down in the presence of fear, tension, or hunger. They lie down only when they are at peace. The shepherd
creates the conditions for rest that we cannot create for ourselves. Green pastures are not stumbled upon; they are led to. Quiet
waters are not found by accident; they are prepared.

Day THREE - The Shepherd Psalm - Reflection freemantales.com



DAY THREE

The Shepherd Psalm

But the psalm does not stay in the green pastures for long. Verse 4 arrives like a shift in weather: even though | walk through the
darkest valley. And here is what many readers miss: David does not say 'if' — he says 'even though.' The dark valley is not a

detour from the life of faith. It isa part of it.

The Hebrew phrase trandated 'darkest valley' or 'valley of the shadow of death' — gei tsalmavet — was a literal geographic
term. It described a deep, narrow wadi where predators lurked and light barely penetrated. David had walked such places as both
a shepherd and a fugitive. He knew what it was to be surrounded on al sides by danger, with no guarantee of what lay ahead.

And yet: | will fear no evil. Not because the valley is safe. Not because nothing can go wrong. But because: You are with me.
This is the turning point of the entire psalm. The shift from he to You is not accidental. When David reaches the dark valley,
God stops being a subject of theological reflection and becomes the aobject of intimate address. The shepherd is no longer

someone David describes — He is someone David speaks to, directly, personaly, in the dark.

The rod and the staff are not decorative props. The rod was a weapon for fighting predators. The staff was a crook for guiding
and rescuing wandering sheep. Together they represent both the protection and the guidance of the shepherd. Both are present in
the valley. Not just in the green pastures.

TODAY'S APPLICATION

Write down the name of the 'dark valley' you are currently walking through — a relationship, a health concern, a
financial pressure, a season of grief or doubt. Then write these words beside it: "You are with me.' Carry that phrase
into the day.

K/W@Reﬁﬁgr&f) ['confess I have been trying to navigate this valley alone — relying on my own strength,
my own plans, my own understanding. Forgive me for forgetting that You are here. Today, | choose to

@ believe what David declared: that Your presence is with me in this darkness, that Your rod protects me,
that Your staff guides me. | will not fear. You are enough. Amen.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

¥ 1 What does'l lack nothi ng' mean to you personally, in the context of your actual life right now?

¥ 2 What isthe difference between God removing adark valley and God accompanying you through it? Why does that
distinction matter?

3. Where have you been addressing God as 'He' — at atheological distance — rather than as'Y ou' — in direct,
intimate conversation?

Day THREE - Prayer & Reflection freemantales.com
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s> 7-Day Bible Devotional —
‘ DAY FOUR
FREEMAN T»AiLE»S

The Suffering Servant

|saiah 53 & the Cross Foretold

¢

TODAY'SKEY VERSE

He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. But he was
pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities — the punishment that brought us
peace was on him, and by his wounds we are heal ed.

Take a breath. Quiet your heart. Open your mind.

L _
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s The Suffering Servant

SCRIPTURE

He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. Like one from whom
people hide their faces he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. Surely he took up our pain and bore
our suffering ... He was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that
brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are heal ed.
— |saiah 53:3-5

CONTEXT
Isaiah 53 was written approximately 700 BC — seven centuries before the crucifixion. It is part of the 'Servant Songs," a series of passages describing a m

REFLECTION

Seven Hundred YearsToo Early

Isaiah 53 should not exist — not if the Bibleis merely a human book.

Written seven centuries before the birth of Jesus of Nazareth, it describes Hislife, rejection, trial, death, and the meaning of that
death with a precision that has stunned readers for two thousand years. Despised and rejected. A man of suffering. Stricken,
smitten, afflicted. Pierced. Crushed. Led like alamb to the slaughter. Silent before His accusers.

When the Ethiopian official was reading this passage in his chariot, the first-century evangelist Philip asked him: ‘Do you
understand what you are reading? The officia replied: 'How can |, unless someone explains it to me? Is the prophet talking
about himself or someone else? (Acts 8:30-34). Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with that very passage, told him the
good news about Jesus.

The passage demands interpretation. It cannot simply be admired as literature. It names someone. And the entire New
Testament, written by eyewitnesses and contemporaries of Jesus, declares with one voice: thisis Him. The suffering servant is
Jesus of Nazareth, born of avirgin in Bethlehem, crucified outside Jerusalem under Pontius Pilate, buried in a borrowed tomb
— and risen on the third day.

Day FOUR - The Suffering Servant - Reflection freemantales.com



DAY FOUR

The Suffering Servant

But Isaiah 53 is not merely about prediction. At its heart, it is about substitution.

Four timesin five verses, the language is unmistakable: for our transgressions. For our iniquities. For us. The preposition is the
hinge of the entire passage. He did not suffer because of His own sin — He had none. He suffered in the place of others. The
punishment that should have fallen on the guilty was placed on the innocent. This is the doctrine of pena substitutionary
atonement — and it is not invented by Paul or invented by medieval theologians. It is embedded in a Hebrew poem written

before the Babylonian exile.

Think about what this means for you personally. The guilt you carry — whether the guilt of yesterday or the accumulated
weight of years— was placed on someone else's shoulders. Not dismissed. Not minimised. Not overlooked. Carried. By the one

Isaiah calls the suffering servant. By the one the Gospels call the Son of God.

Verse 5 ends with one of the most remarkable statements in all of Scripture: by his wounds we are healed. The word translated
'healed' is the Hebrew rapha — the same root as one of the names of God: Yahweh Rapha, the Lord who heals. The suffering
servant does not just die— He heals. His wounds become the source of others' wholeness.

TODAY'S APPLICATION
Take a blank sheet of paper. Write down one specific sin, failure, or guilt you have been carrying. Then write Isaiah
53:5 across it: '‘By his wounds, | am healed.' This is not superstition — it is the declaration of faith that the cross was
enough.

SgéjsE,RlsFﬂ?Féﬂo estribed You seven hundred years before You came — and You fulfilled every word. |

confess | do not always live as though the cross was sufficient. | carry guilt You have already borne. |
return to shame You have already lifted. Today | choose to believe what Isaiah declared: that the
punishment for my peace was laid on You, and by Your wounds | am healed. Thank You. Amen.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

¥ 1. How doesthe precision of Isaiah 53 strengthen your confidence that the Bible is more than a human book?
¥ 2 Wha guilt or failure are you carrying that the suffering servant has already borne? What would it mean to truly
releaseit?

¥ 3. How should the substituti onary nature of Christ's death change the way you relate to your own pain and suffering?

Day FOUR - Prayer & Reflection freemantales.com
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7-Day Bible Devotional —
DAY FIVE

FREEMAN TALES

The Sori of Man

Christ's Identity & Our Response

¢

TODAY'SKEY VERSE

'Very truly | tell you," Jesus answered, 'before Abraham was born, | am!" At this, they picked up
stonesto stone him. ... ‘Are you the Messiah?' ... ‘| am," said Jesus.

Take a breath. Quiet your heart. Open your mind.

L _
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John 8:58 - Mark 14:61-62

Lo The Son of Man

SCRIPTURE

‘Very truly | tell you," Jesus answered, 'before Abraham was born, | am!* At this, they picked up stones to stone
him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds. ... The high priest asked him, 'Are you the
Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?' ‘| am," said Jesus. 'And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right
hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.'
— John 8:58 - Mark 14:61-62

CONTEXT
'l am' (Greek: ego eimi) echoes Exodus 3:14, where God reveals His name to Moses. Every Jewish hearer in the first century would have understood the «

REFLECTION

The Most Important Question in History

Jesus asked only one question of His disciplesthat truly mattered.

'Who do you say that | am? (Matthew 16:15). Not: what do you think of my teaching? Not: do you find my miracles
impressive? Not: are you enjoying following me? The question of Jesus identity is the question upon which everything else
depends. Get it wrong, and the entire edifice collapses. Get it right, and it reshapes every other question you will ever ask.

The'l am' statements of John's Gospel are not incidental. Jesus uses the phrase ego eimi — | am — repeatedly and intentionally.
Before Abraham was born, | am. | am the bread of life. | am the light of the world. | am the resurrection and the life. | am the
way, the truth, and the life. Each statement is an echo of Exodus 3:14, where God revealed His name to Moses: | AM WHO |
AM. When Jesus says | am without predicate in John 8:58 — not 'l was but ‘| am' — He is not making a grammatical error. He

ismaking adivine claim. And His audience knew it. They picked up stones.

C.S. Lewis put it with characteristic precision: a man who says the kind of things Jesus said is either aliar, alunatic, or exactly
who He claimed to be. There is no comfortable middle ground. 'A great moral teacher' is not on the menu. Morally great
teachers do not claim to be the eternal | AM. They do not claim to forgive sins. They do not say 'before Abraham was born, |
am.' They do not accept worship.

Day FIVE - The Son of Man - Reflection freemantales.com



DAY FIVE

The Son of Man

The evidence for the third option — Lord — is not merely theological. It is historical.

The tomb was empty. Even Jesus' enemies, who had every motivation to produce a body and end the movement immediately,
could not do so. The best they could manage was to claim that the disciples had stolen it — which raises the question of why the
disciples were then willing to die for something they knew to be a fabrication. The transformation of the disciples from terrified
deserters on the night of the arrest to fearless missionaries willing to face imprisonment and execution is one of the most
dramatic character changes in the historical record. Something happened after the crucifixion. The resurrection is the best
explanation of what that something was.

But the question is not merely historical. It is personal. Jesus does not ask His disciples, in the abstract, who people say He is.
He pivots: 'But what about you? Who do you say | am? (Matthew 16:15, emphasis added). This question has not aged. It is still
being asked. And it still requires a personal answer — not a theological position statement, not a denominational affiliation, but
an answer from the depths of your own conviction.

Peter's answer remains the right one: You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God. If that is true — and the evidence saysit is
— then it changes everything about how we live, what we fear, and what we hope for.

TODAY'S APPLICATION

Write out Matthew 16:15 — 'But what about you? Who do you say | am?' — and below it, write your own answer.
Not a textbook answer. Your answer. Today. In your own words.

E%/?EIE egt,?st F%Bﬁ?eﬁ that | sometimes treat You as a teacher rather than the Lord You are. | believe —

help my unbelief. You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God, the great | AM. Let that conviction
move from my head into my heart, from my Sunday morning into my Monday. | surrender my life to Your
Lordship today, and every day. Amen.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

¥ 1 Why does the identity of Jesus matter so practically — not just for theology, but for how you live each day?
¥ 2. What would it look likein your actual life to live under the Lordship of Christ this week?

¥ 3 Whodo you say that Jesus is— in your own words, from your own experience?

Day FIVE - Prayer & Reflection freemantales.com
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‘ | DAY SIX

The Embty Tomb

Resurrection Evidence & Living Hope

¢

TODAY'SKEY VERSE

For what | received | passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins

according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day ... 'He is not
here; he hasrisen!'

Take a breath. Quiet your heart. Open your mind.

L _
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1 Corinthians 15:3-6 - Luke 24:5-6

s The Empty Tomb

SCRIPTURE

For what | received | passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he
appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers
and sisters at the same time.

— 1 Corinthians 15:3-6 - Luke 24:5-6

CONTEXT
Paul wrote 1 Corinthians approximately AD 55 — within 25 years of the crucifixion. The 500+ witnesses he cites were still living, available to be questionec

REFLECTION

The Event Upon Which Everything Stands

Paul does not allow usto hold Christianity loosely.

In one of the most extraordinary passages in the New Testament, he stakes the entire faith on a single historical claim: if Christ
has not been raised, your faith isfutile; you are still in your sins (1 Corinthians 15:17). Paul is not being rhetorical. He is being
precise. Christianity is not a philosophy that can survive the falsification of its central claim. It is a historical faith. It stands or
falls on whether a Jewish carpenter named Jesus, crucified outside Jerusalem around AD 30, walked out of Histomb three days
later.

The evidence for the resurrection is more robust than is commonly acknowledged. Consider:

The empty tomb. Even the enemies of Jesus did not deny it. Their response to the disciples proclamation was not 'that is
absurd — the body isright here." It was to spread a counter-narrative: that the disciples had stolen the body. A counter-narrative
presupposes an empty tomb. Both sides agree on the emptiness. They disagree on the explanation.

The witnesses. Paul cites more than five hundred people who saw the risen Jesus — and he says this in aletter to a church in
Corinth while most of those witnesses were still alive. Thisisthe kind of claim that can be publicly challenged and falsified. No
onedid.

Day SIX - The Empty Tomb - Reflection freemantales.com



DAY SIX

The Empty Tomb

Thetransformation of the disciples. On the night of the arrest, the disciples scattered. Peter denied knowing Jesus three times.
They locked themselvesin aroom for fear of the authorities. Ten of the eleven remaining apostles were eventually martyred for
proclaiming the resurrection. People do not die for something they know to be a fabrication. Something happened that turned
terrified deserters into fearless evangelists willing to face death.

The conversion of Paul. He was actively persecuting Christians, by his own testimony, when he encountered the risen Jesus on
the road to Damascus. He had no incentive to fabricate a resurrection appearance. He had every incentive not to believe it. Yet
he became the most effective missionary in the history of the early church — and was eventually executed for the message he
preached.

But here is where the resurrection moves from intellectual argument to personal transformation: the same Spirit that raised
Jesus from the dead lives in you (Romans 8:11). This is not a metaphor. Paul is making a direct connection between the
historical event of the resurrection and the present reality of the believer'slife. The power that defeated death is available to you
today. The Spirit who raised the dead is not dormant in your soul — He is alive and active, transforming, renewing,

empowering.

The empty tomb is not just good news for Easter Sunday. It isthe source of daily resurrection life.

TODAY'S APPLICATION
Identify one area of your life where you are living as though the resurrection did not happen — a relationship trapped

in bitterness, a fear that has become a prison, a sin you have accepted as permanent. Bring it before the God who
raises the dead.

Risen Fi_cF)?g, T‘[ﬂgAé(mpty tomb is the foundation of everything | believe and everything | hope. Let the
reality of Your resurrection move from a doctrine | recite to a power | experience. Where there is death

@ in me —in my attitudes, my habits, my relationships, my faith — 1 ask for resurrection life. You defeated
death. Nothing in my lifeis beyond Your reach. Amen.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

¥ 1 Which piece of evidence for the resurrection do you find most personally compelling, and why?
3 Why does Paul insist that resurrection is essential — not optional — to the Christian faith?

¥ 3.1f the same Spirit who raised Jesus livesin you, what does that mean for the most impossible situation you are
currently facing?

Day SIX - Prayer & Reflection freemantales.com
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‘ DAY SEVEN
FREEMAN T»AiLE»S

The Promiéed Return

Revelation & the Eternal Horizon

¢

TODAY'SKEY VERSE

He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or

pain, for the old order of things has passed away. He who was seated on the throne said, 'l am
making everything new!"

Take a breath. Quiet your heart. Open your mind.

L _
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.m,.g‘\m\;.s The Promised Return Revelation 21:1-5

SCRIPTURE

Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away ... And |
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 'Look! God's dwelling place is now among the people, and he will
dwell with them ... He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying
or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.' He who was seated on the throne said, 'l am making
everything new!"
— Revelation 21:1-5

CONTEXT

John wrote Revelation while exiled on the island of Patmos, likely during the reign of Emperor Domitian (AD 81-96), a period of intense persecution of Chi

REFLECTION

The Story Does Not End in Darkness

Revelation isnot primarily a book of fear. It isa book of hope.

This needs to be said clearly, because generations of readers have approached it backwards — treating it as a handbook of
catastrophe rather than avision of ultimate redemption. The book was written to churches under violent persecution. Its message
to those churches was not a threat — it was a lifeline: the Lamb who was slain is aso the King who reigns, and He is coming
back. Hold on.

The fina two chapters of Revelation are among the most magnificent passages in al of Scripture. They describe not the
destruction of creation but its renewal. The Greek word used is kainos — new in quality, not in kind. God does not throw the
world away and start over. He makes it new — redeems it, restores it, fills it with His presence as it was always meant to be
filled.

The vision is startling in its intimacy. This is not a distant, bureaucratic heaven of clouds and harps. It is described in the
language of a home: God's dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. The word translated 'dwelling
place' is the Greek skene — the same word used for the Tabernacle in the wilderness, the tent where God's presence resided
among Israel. What the Tabernacle pointed toward, the new creation fulfils. God fully, permanently, perfectly among His
people. No veil. No distance. No more separation.
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The Promised Return

Then comes the line that has brought comfort to more people in more moments of grief than perhaps any other in Scripture: He
will wipe every tear fromtheir eyes.

Notice: not 'the tears will stop' but 'He will wipe them.' This is an act of personal tenderness by the Creator of the universe.
Every grief you have carried — the loss of a loved one, the end of a marriage, the silence of unanswered prayer, the slow
erosion of a dream — it is not forgotten. It is not minimised. It is seen. And the God of all comfort will one day address it
personally, faceto face, with His own hand.

The declaration that follows— | am making everything new — is present continuous tense. Not 'l will make.' Not 'l have made.'
I am making. The renewal has already begun. It began at the resurrection. It continues in every act of genuine transformation in
every human heart. The new creation is not merely a future hope — it is a present reality breaking in from the future, touching
the present whenever the Spirit moves, whenever alife is changed, whenever justice advances, whenever love prevails.

Thisisthe fuel of endurance. Y ou can live faithfully in a broken world — not because the world will fix itself, but because you
know the end of the story. You can grieve without despair because you know that grief is not the last word. You can love
sacrificially because you know that love is not wasted. Y ou can work for justice even in unjust systems because you know that a
King is coming who will set al things right.

Seven days of Scripture have brought us to this: not an ending but a beginning. The God who created, who called, who walked
with David in the valley, who was pierced for our transgressions, who rose from the dead, who is Lord of all — that God is
making everything new. Including you.

TODAY'S APPLICATION

Write a letter to yourself to be read in one year. Describe where you are today — what you are hoping for, what you
are struggling with, what you believe. Seal it and put it away. Trust God with everything you have written.

C oArF\(Ea,R L'ord Jests. | confess that | sometimes live without the hope that You are returning — as though

this broken world is the final word. Let the vision of Revelation 21 be more than a distant doctrine. Let it
be the oxygen | breathe in every hard moment, every day of grief, every season of waiting. You are
making everything new. Begin in me today. Amen.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

¥ 1. How does knowi ng the story ends in renewa — not destruction — change the way you engage with the

brokenness around you?
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Included Free

Reflection Questions & Prayer Guide

Every day in this devotional includes 3 targeted reflection questions and a guided prayer prompt. These are
designed to move Scripture from your head into your heart. Use them privately, or bring them to a small
group for rich discussion.

30-Day Follow-Up Bible Reading Plan

After completing the 7 days, continue your momentum with our curated 30-day plan. It covers Genesis,
Psalms, the Gospel of John, Romans, and Revelation — giving you a panoramic view of the whole story of
Scripture.

REAL: Read the passage. Examine what it means. Apply it personally. Listen in prayer. This simple
framework can be used with any Bible passage for the rest of your life. It is the method behind every page of
this devotional.

Prayer Journal Template

@ The 4-Step Daily Devotional Method

A structured daily template for recording what God is speaking to you: one section for gratitude, one for
intercession, one for personal confession, and open space for listening. Print it or use it digitally.

Bonus Resources freemantales.com
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e 30-Day Bible Reading Plan

WEEK 1 - The Beginning & the Calling

Day 1 Genesis 1-2
Creation & the Nature of God

Day 2 Genesis 3
The Fall and the First Promise

Day 3 Genesis 12, 15
Abraham's Call & Covenant

Day 4 Exodus 34
Moses and the Burning Bush

Day 5 Psalm 23
The Lord My Shepherd

Day 6 Psalm 46
God Is Our Refuge

Day 7 Isaiah 40
Comfort from the Everlasting God

WEEK 2 - The Servant & the Saviour

Day 8

Day 9

Day 10

Day 11

Day 12

Day 13

Day 14

Isaiah 52:13-53:12
The Suffering Servant

Matthew 1-2
The Birth of the King

Mark 1
Jesus Begins His Ministry

John 1
The Word Became Flesh

John 3
Born Again — The New Birth

Luke15
The Lost Sheep, Coin & Son

John 10
The Good Shepherd

WEEK 3 - The Cross & the Empty Tomb WEEK 4 - Living the Risen Life

Day 15 Luke?22
The Last Supper

Day 16  John 18-19
The Arrest, Trial & Crucifixion

Day 17 John 20
The Empty Tomb

Day 18 Luke?24
The Road to Emmaus

Day 19 John 21
Restoration by the Sea

Day 20 Acts1-2
Pentecost & the Church

Day 21 Romans3-5
Justified by Faith

Day 22

Day 23

Day 24

Day 25

Day 26

Day 27

Day 28

Romans 8

Lifein the Spirit

1 Corinthians 13

The Greatest is Love
Ephesians 1-2
Chosen, Redeemed, Alive
Philippians 4

Contentment & Peace

Hebrews 11
The Hall of Faith

James 1-2
Faith That Works

1John 34
Love One Another

30-Day Reading Plan
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Your Journey Continues

“For the word of God isliving and active.”
Hebrews 4:12

¢

Y ou have walked through seven days of Scripture — from the first light of creation to the promise of a
new heaven and earth. These seven passages are a doorway, not a destination. The same God who
spoke the cosmos into being is still speaking, still calling, still redeeming. He is making everything
new — including you.

RECOMMENDED NEXT STEPS

Read the Gospel of John over the following 21 days
Share this devotional with a friend, family member, or small group
Begin a daily prayer journal using the reflection questions as prompts

Subscribe to Freeman Tales for free weekly Scripture insights

(NN

Follow the 30-Day Bible Reading Plan included in this devotional
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